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Department of Physiology and Biophysics 
Schools of Medicine and Dentistry 
J. Edwin Blalock, Ph.D., Professor 
(205) 934-6439 or 934-3031 

Council for Tobacco Research 
900 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Council: 


May 23, 1990 

\ 


This letter is in regard to the request for funds to provide compensation in the 
form of travel awards to individuals speaking at the tentative Summer 
Neuropeptide Conference in August of 1991. The research conference is designed 
to blend investigators from a wide spectrum of scientific disciplines and provide 
a platform for intercalating state-of-the-art research in the various 
neuropeptide fields. Dr. Carr and I have proposed a list of speakers (who have 
accepted speaking invitations) to be included in one of the sessions entitled 
"Neuroendocriniramunology." They include: 

Daniel J.J. Carr, University of Alabama at Birmingham, "Opioid receptors on cells 
of the immune system" 

Howard M. Johnson, University of Florida, "Arginine vasopressin in the immune 
system" 

Robert D. LeBoeuf, University of Alabama at Birmingham, "Suppressin: A novel 
antiproliferative molecule secreted by pituitary and immune cells" 

Thomas L. Roszman, University of Kentucky, "/3-adrenergic ligands and receptor 
activation in the immune system" 

Eric M. Smith, University of Texas Medical Branch, "Pro-opiomelanocortin- derived 
peptides in the immune system: Synthesis, secretion, and biological activity" 

Andres Stanisz, McMaster University, "Somatostatin and substance P 
immunoregulation of the mucosal immune system" 

Within the grant application, I have submitted a request for $1,500 so each 
individual could receive $250,00. The conference, organized by Drs. Don Ford and 
Fleur Strand, has already generated interest and enthusiasm from several of my 
colleagues. With the financial support offered by the Council for Tobacco 
Research in the form of travel assistance, a successful, interdisciplinary 
conference will result. 


Sincerely, 


\ IPdu^JfyoJt'-L' 

''J. Edwin Blalock, Ph.D. 
Professor 
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